Vascular and parameningeal infections of the head and neck.
Vascular and parameningeal infections of the head and neck are rare but frequently life threatening. These infections include intracranial and extracranial septic venous thrombophlebitis, arterial mycotic aneurysms and erosions, subdural empyema, and epidural abscesses. They usually arise as complications of otogenic, oropharyngeal, or paranasal sinus infections, and management involves an aggressive combined medical-surgical approach.